Preoperative and postoperative auditory brain-stem response results for patients with eighth-nerve tumors.
Preoperative and postoperative auditory brain-stem response results and audiologic data were reviewed for seven patients whose hearing was preserved after eighth-nerve tumor surgery. Auditory brain-stem response absolute latencies (I, III, and V) and interpeak intervals (I-III, III-V, and I-V) were identified more often postoperatively than preoperatively. Even though postoperative absolute latencies were usually abnormal, the interpeak intervals were usually normal following surgery. Postoperative hearing sensitivity was unchanged or slightly poorer for five of the seven patients, but postoperative speech discrimination was the same or better for six of the seven patients. All three patients having acoustic reflex testing showed improvement postoperatively.